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Census: Housing vacancies relatively low in Binghamton region

Broome, Tioga rates below 10%

Written by Jennifer Fusco jfusco@gannett.com

March 30, 2011   

Anywhere between 4 and 74 percent of housing is vacant in New York's 62 counties, recently released census figures show.

Luckily, much of this region is on the lower end of that scale.

Experts offer several explanations: Upstate wasn't hit as hard during the housing crisis, fewer people moved due to the recession and the unemployment rate in this area stayed relatively consistent.

When compared with the counties in New York, Broome, Tioga, Chemung and Tompkins counties fall in the bottom half of the vacancy percentage scale, an analysis of U.S. Census Bureau 2010 data shows.

"We didn't have the big run-up in pricing, so we didn't have people losing their houses nearly as much," said Pike Oliver, senior lecturer for Cornell University. "We didn't have that big bubble ... we just didn't get hit as hard."

Consider:

* Broome County's housing vacancy is 9.3 percent -- the county has 90,563 housing units; 8,396 are vacant. Similarly, neighboring Tioga County has 22,203 housing units, of which 1,853 are vacant, or 8.4 percent.

* In Chemung County, the housing vacancy is even lower, coming in at 7.6 percent. Of the 38,369 housing units, only 2,907 are vacant.

* Tompkins County fared the best of the aforementioned, with a housing vacancy percentage of 6.5 percent. Of the 41,674 housing units, 2,707 are vacant.

Jeanne Woodward, Census Bureau statistician, said housing includes units ranging from mobile homes to openings in subsidized housing establishments.

"We try as best as we can to come up with estimates of vacant units," she said.

Vacancies in New York mirror the rest of the country, Woodward said.

"The housing crisis, the recession, unemployment -- it's all affected the status of housing units," she said. "What you found in New York is probably pretty typical for what you would find in other states, too."

Local municipalities

Broken down at a town and city level, parts of Broome did see some higher percentages.

The Town of Sanford, for instance, clocked in at 44.2 percent -- the largest percentage in the county. However, the numbers are relatively small -- there are 1,739 housing units, of which 769 are vacant, data show. The town was formed April 2, 1821, from the Town of Windsor, according to county documents.

The Town of Windsor was next with 18.5 percent of its housing units vacant, followed by the Town of Colesville which has 13 percent of its housing vacant.

In the City of Binghamton, 11.3 percent of housing is vacant. There are 23,842 housing units, of which 2,692 is vacant.

"It's a very difficult problem for not only Binghamton, but many other cities upstate," said Legislator Joseph Sanfilippo, D-Binghamton. "We have a beautiful community; I think we should be marketing ourselves toward the older, senior citizens in the New York City area and people who I think would really appreciate coming upstate."

Student housing establishments are in the works downtown. A project at 20 Hawley St. is scheduled for completion by August 2012. Construction also is going forward for a new student housing project on Washington Street, also slated to open in August 2012, officials have said.

Statewide comparison

When comparing counties statewide, the highest percentage of vacancies was in Hamilton County, at 74 percent. Of the 8,694 housing units, 6,432 were reported to be vacant.

It's New York's third-largest county, the least populated and located entirely within the Adirondack Park, according to its website. It has nine towns and one incorporated village.

Since it's a rural area, and according to its website is located in the north-central portion of the state and contains about 1,806 square miles of mountainous terrain with lakes, rivers and streams -- some of the vacancies could be chalked up to seasonal homes. That breakdown wasn't available during this release of census data.

Coming in second in vacancies was Sullivan County with 38.7 percent.

Comparable counties to Broome -- Oneida and Saratoga -- were in the same boat as Broome with 10.7 and 10.5 percent of housing vacant, respectively.

The downstate counties of Rockland and Nassau rounded out the field with the least vacant housing, 4.6 percent and 4.2 percent, respectively.
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